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astronomers, he was universally
honoured and esteemed. He died in
March, 1727, and was buried in West-
minster Abbey.

The friend of Newton's, Edmund
Halley, son of a London soap boiler,
was born in 1656 and educated at St.
Paul's School, where he showed great
promise in mathematics. After study-
ing at Oxford he went to St. Helena
where he completed a map showing the
positions of the fixed stars in the
southern hemisphere. He became
astronomer royal at Greenwich in
1705.

Halley's Comet.

It was Halley who told us about the
comet which bears his name. Halley's
Comet takes approximately seventy-
six years to travel round its orbit, and
it has been possible to trace references
to its appearance as far back as 240 B.C.
Its appearance in 1910 was accurately
calculated by the astronomers at Green-
wich Observatory, and the forecasts

.

NEWTON'S REFLECTING TELESCOPE
This is the ancestor of most of the reflecting
telescopes now used. The invention of
Sir Isaac Newton, it is open at the top, and
has a hollow-faced mirror at the bottom.
The image is reflected forward on to a small
flat, oblique mirror, which turns it into an
eyepiece in the side of the tube.

and account given by Halley long years
before have been fully borne out.
It is not always easy for us to dis-
cover how and why the knowledge of
such men as astronomers and scientists
affect the lives of ordinary people.
It often happens that the man of
science discovers some great principle,
but it is left to another more practical
man to make use of it for some every-
day purpose. In the case of Christian
Huyghens, who was born in 1629, we
can see how the discoveries of science
come to be applied to the things we
use every day.
Huyghens made a number of
improvements in telescope lenses, and
in 1660 he visited England and helped
Newton to develop his laws of motion.
In 1768 he announced his wave theory
of light by which he was able to explain
reflection and refraction. But he was
also the first man to apply the pendu-
lum to clocks, while th'e first watch
regulated by a spring balance was
made under his direction and pre-
sented to Louis XIV.
It was Huyghens who discovered
through his improved telescopes the
ring around Saturn, though it was left
to later astronomers to discover that
this planet has several rings.
Somewhere about this time societies
began to be formed so that the men'of
learning could exchange and discuss
their theories and discoveries. One of
the first was founded in Naples in 1560,
and in 1651 another Academy was
formed in Florence.
In England a society began to meet in
1659 at Gresham College in London, call-
ing itself the Philosophical or Invisible
College, Later this society was incor-
porated by Royal Charter as "The
Royal Society of London for Promoting
Natural Knowledge/' Such societies did
a very great amount of good in making
known the work of scientists to others
engaged in similar forms of research.
To-day admission to the Royal Society
(F.R.S.) is a high and jealously-guarded
honour among all men of science.